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A. The article entitled "The ClA Is Getting Out of Hand, " by
Senator Eugene McCarthy in the January 4-11, 1964 issue of the
SATURDAY EVENING POST repeats many of the same points which
Senator McCarthy included in his statement which he presented to the
Senate Armed Services Committee in January 1962 at the confirmation
hearings on Jobhn A. McCone to be Director of Central Intelligence. The
fundamental difference between the two is that in the 1962 statement
McCarthy stresses his concern as to whether or not certain activities
of CIA are legal or constitutional. Although these points are included
in the 1964 article, the more recent article in addition flatly accuses
ClA of making foreign policy and assuming the roles of the President
and the Congress. Other accusations are also included in the inore
recent article whereas the earlier statement did not include any charges
or accusations,

B. The following is a listing of the various points made by
McCarthy in the 1964 article with comments following:

1. MeCarthy: vThe CIA, in short, is making foreign policy
and, in so doing, is assuming the roles of the President
and the Congress. It has taken on the character of an
invisible government answering only to iteelf. This
must stop. The ClA must be made accountable for its
activities, not only to the President but also to Congress
through a responsible committee, !

COMMENTS

It is almost absurd to say that CIA is not accountable to the
President. To assume that CIA acts independently of Presidential
control is to assume anarchy. On the question of accountability to
Congress, it is accountable to four Subcommittees--Appropriations
and Armed Services in both House and Senate.
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2. McCarthy: "In early September it was reported that the
CIA was giving money--gsome three million dollars a
year in 'direct, under-the-table 2id'-- to the Diem
regime's special corps that raided Buddhist pagodas
in Saigon. The CIA payments were made even though
the U. 8. Government publicly deplored the raids,
part of the repression of the Buddhists which helped
bring about the downfall of the Diem regime,

COMMENTS

President Kennedy in his press conference of 9 October 1963
had this to say about CIA activities in South Vietnam:

"I must say I think the reports are wholly untrue.
The fact of the matter is that Mr. McCone sits in the
National Security Council. ] imagine I see him at least
three or four times a week, ordinarily, We have worked
very closely together in the National Security Council in
the last two months attempting to meet the prohlems we
faced in South Viet Nam. 1 can find nothing, and I have
looked through the record very carefully over the last
nine months, and I could go back further, to indicate that
the CIA has done anything but support policy. It does not
create policy; it attenpts to execute it in those areas
where it has competence and responeibility, ... Ican
just assure you flatly that the CIA has not carried out
independent activitles but has operated under close control
of the Director of Central Intelligence, operating with the
cooperation of the National Security Council and under my
instructions. "

In the course of Secretary McNamara's appearance before the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee on 8 October 1963, after the
Becretary's return from a trip to Vietnam, he was queried on this
specific point and he responded:

"This was not a unilateral action on the part of CIA.

+++ Idon't think we should charge this responsibility to

CIA, This was a Government decision and a Government

program. CIA was the agent carrying out the instructions

of the Government.' (Note: This was in executive session

and is still classified information. )
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3. MecCarthy: “In Laos, too, the ClA pursued policies that
conflicted with official and public policies of the State
Department. ... Ambassador Smith is not the only
mermber of the U. S, diplomatic corps to complain
sbout CIA 'spooks' who flit through U. 8. embassies
while pureuing thelr own brand of foreign policy. ™
McCarthy then asserts two other examples of CIA
activities referring to the fall of the government of
Premier Mohammed Mossadegh of Ivan in 1953 and
the overthrow of the Communist-influenced govern~
ment of Arbenz in Guatemala in 1954.

COMMENTS

Mz, Dulles ip his hook, CRAFT OF INTELLIGENCE, comments
as follows on the charges that CIA engages in uncoordinated or independent
political operations:

"The facte are that CIA has never carried out
any action of & political nature, given any support of
any nature to any persone, potentates or moverments,
political or otherwise, without appropriate approval
at a high political level in our government outaside the
Cla. »

Whether or not CIA had a band in these three different situations, it is
inconceivable that it did so except upon inatructions froin the highest
level. The matter of conduct of covert operations by CIA was the
subject of considerable discussion during Mr. McCone's confirmation
hearings where Senator McCarthy in fact questioned the propriety of
the Agency engaging in such activities. In response to a question,

Mr. McCone stated:

"] think in the activities of the Agency ... I would
feel compelled to act under the direction of the President
in apsisting, to the extent the Agency is competent, in
carrying out his program of conducting affairs in the
best interests of this country. 1 think I would pursue that
go long as I felt that it did not invelve a violation, a clear
violation of my oath of officy, which is to uphold the
Constitution, If a conflict arose with respect to that
oath of office, naturally, I would have to refuse or
regign.
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4. MeCarthy: McCarthy states: ... who, if anyone, authorized
the Agency to overthrow Mossadegh is unknown. "

COMMENTS

I CIA did this obvicusly it wae directed to do so by the President.
Is the President to be denied the use of whatever tools he feels are
necensary in protecting this country? lIs the SATURDAY EVENING
POST the proper vehicle to raise such an unanswerable guestion?

5, McCarthy: In connection with the U-2 which McCarthy
concedes was the mightiest achievement of the CIA,
he continues on to say on the 1 May flight that “The Cl1A
in sffect made foreign policy, and we in Congress who
are charged with advice and congent for foreign affairs
stood by helplessly because we knew nothing of the U-2
activities. ...trespaseing upon the prerogatives of
the White House, the State Department and the Congress,

COMMENTS

This matter has been discussed sufficiently but it is clear that
the U~2 program was fully coordinated with the top levels of Government

and the magnificent resuita of the program in the minds of those responsible

made it well worth the risks. President Eisenhower has acknowledged
that he was knowledgeable of and that he personally authorized the U-2
program. As for the Congress knowing nothing of U-2 activities, I refer
to Mr, Cannon's floor statement of 10 May 1960 where he gaid:

“The plane was on an espionage miesion authorized
and supporied by money provided under an appropriation
recommended by the House Committee on Appropriations
and passed by the Congress,

YAlthough the Members of the Houu have not generaily
been informed on the subject, the mmission was one of 2
series and part of an established program with which the
subcommittee in charge of the appropriation was familiar,
and of which it had been fully apprised during this and
previous sessions, ™
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6. McCarthy: In speaking of the Bay of Pige incident,
_-ﬁtby siates: “Its first mistake was to assume
the amthority to raise an army on U.3. sofl, even

though the troops were Cuban refugees, without
both presidential and congressional approval, "

COMMENT

Former President Eissnhower has acknowledged that he directed
arganization and training of the Cuban forces. The statement that this
was dane withouwt Presidential approval is simply uantrue, If CIA is
directed by the President to engage in an activity which the President
faels is in the best interests of the country, in order to combat the
Communist menace, the Yuarrel then is with the President and not
with that agency which is carrying out ite instructions, Congressional
Approval of these types of activities ig impileit in the Appropriations
Subcommittees which approve funde year after year for these very
parposes,

Ts MeCarthy: McCarthy states: “'We are unaware of any
responsible person stating that the U,S. Govern-
ment can no longer afford to conduct foreign policy
in accordence with the Constitation, '

COMMENT
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grants of the Constitution but are vested in the U.35. a8 a3 nation with

all the attributes of sovereignty and the powers of Government necessary
to maintain an effective control of international relations., A review of
our history as a nation will show that there has been recagnition and
acceptance of the fact that the conduct of foreign affatre on occasion
requires the use of covert activities which might be of a quaat military
nature, '

8. McCarthy: McCarthy recognizes that under the
¥ the President and the National Security
Council control and direct CIA, However, he
staten: “,,.But the President is the nominal
head of bundreds of agencies and cannot be kept
fully informed at all times of the activities of an
agency as large and as powerful as the CIA,"

COMMENT

Only the wninformed or those not familiar with processes in the
executive branch would state that the President was not fully informed
of the covert operations of C1A since the Agency in this respect is but
a2 arm of the Presidency carrying out the directions of the President.

9 MsCarthy: 3cCarthy then turns to his more
-’mw point by saying the issue is not
ene of exscutive control over CIA but rather
the question of congressional responsfbilitien,
He asks: "Do or do not the elected representatives
of the people have the right to know what a critically
tmportant agency is doing 7
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COMMENT

Does McCarthy really believe that every Sematox and every
Congrsseman should be fully cognizant of what specific activities are
being conducted by CIA? Even with kis favorite solution of a Joint
Watehdog Committee for Intelligence ls it to be supposed that their
hesrings would be in open session, available to all members of Congress”?
MaCarthy recognizes the need for security and secrecy and that with a
Joint Committee it would be oanly the members of that Commitiee who
would receive the detailed information, From this point of view then
we already bave four Subcommittees of Congress whose mambers are
briefed. Surely McCarthy does not want the members of these four
Subcommittees to report their information and findings to the rest of
the Congress. Semator Ruseell dealt with this point on the floor in 1956
during the debate on a proposal for & Jeint Committee. Hs points out
that 3¢ ie obvicus that imtelligence matters must be done in secrecy and
that intelligence activities must be confined to a small group in the
Congress. Russell concludes his argumentation on this point by saying
it would be more desirable to aboliah CIA "than to adopt any such theary
a8 that sll the members of the Congress of the United States are entitled
to know the details of all the activities of this far-flung organization.”

10, MeCarthy MeCarthy copés with the
argument that CIA already reports to
four Subcommitiees by stating: ", ., At
best such reports are superficial, The
GCIA decides for itself just how much or
how little Congress cught to know, "

COMMENT

. Repeatedly members of those Sibcormmittees have stated that
the Agency has been frank and forthcoming in ita discussions and its
reports to the Subcommittees. Rt is simply untrue that CIA decides
for iteelf how much or how little Congress ought to know, The only
seople in a position to challenge this are the members of the Subcom-
roittess and they have stated to the contrary. One can agree with
MeCarthy when he statas that CLA sught not to be privileged to feed to
the Congress only the information they think is good for them no rnatter
how sensitive., The CIA is not 8o privileged and does not wish to be so,
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